Report on Special Lecture by Dr. Colin Scott on ""Regulating for a Digital Society"

On 3rd October 2023, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, organized a special lecture for students
enrolled in the course Principles and Foundations of EU Law. The lecture, titled
""Regulating for a Digital Society," was delivered by Dr. Colin Scott and was held from 2:00
PM to 3:00 PM in the PDCLE Hall. The lecture was attended by over 70 students, who gained
valuable insights into the regulatory challenges and frameworks shaping the digital landscape,
particularly in the context of the European Union.

Dr. Colin Scott, a renowned academic and expert in EU law, introduced students to the
complexities of regulating emerging technologies and digital platforms in a rapidly evolving
global society. He began by explaining the role of regulation in the digital economy,
highlighting how the digital revolution has brought about significant changes in various sectors,
including communication, commerce, and governance. Dr. Scott emphasized the importance
of balancing innovation with the protection of fundamental rights, data privacy, and ethical
standards in an increasingly digital world.

One of the key aspects discussed during the lecture was the EU's approach to digital
regulation. Dr. Scott examined major EU regulations, such as the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) and the Digital Markets Act (DMA), and explored how these
frameworks aim to regulate the digital economy while safeguarding citizens' rights and
ensuring fair competition. He also discussed the challenges regulators face in keeping pace
with the rapid technological advancements in areas such as artificial intelligence, big data, and
digital platforms.

Throughout the lecture, Dr. Scott encouraged students to critically analyze the effectiveness of
current regulatory approaches and the future direction of digital governance. The session also
included an interactive discussion, where students actively participated by asking questions
and sharing their views on the ethical and legal challenges posed by the digital society.

Overall, the lecture was a highly enriching experience, providing students with a
comprehensive understanding of the regulatory landscape in the EU, and its role in shaping a
fair, secure, and innovative digital future.



